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From the City Manager’s Desk
Hemlock Park Improvement Project
A very ambitious group of community members, (Jon 
Coles, Larisa Draves, Patrick McNabb, Jerry Garner, and 
Kati Ross), are working extremely hard on the Hemlock 
Park Improvement Project presented by Spectrum 
Health. This project would pickleball courts, tennis 
courts, a splash pad, basketball court, and a kayak/
canoe launch to Hemlock Park.   

Details on the project can be found on the City’s website 
at https://www.brpr.org/other_information/hemlock_
park_improvement_project.php or on the project’s 
Facebook page @HemlockParkImprovmentProject.

Please consider being a part of this amazing 
community effort! Contact information for how to 
get involved or to donate to this cause is available 
online, on the project brochure, and by contacting 
HemlockParkImprovementProject@gmail.com.

Hello, my name is Paula Weipert, Administrative 
Assistant to the Assessing and Income Tax Division 
for the City of Big Rapids. I have been working for 
the City for almost 23 years. I began my career here 
in late 1997 as the City Manager’s Secretary. In 1999, 
I transferred into the Assessing Department as the 
Technician. While in that 
department I studied 
for and obtained my 
Level 1 and Personal 
Property Examiner 
licensure from the State 
of Michigan and worked 
there until January 
2010. Then I transferred 
into the Department 
of Public Works as the 
Administrative Assistant. 
During these years 
while I was in this department, the State was making 
changes to licensure requirements for Assessors and I 
could potentially lose my licenses. On my own time, I 
continued down this educational path and obtained 
my MCAO (Michigan Certified Assessing Office) Level 
2 licensure. In November 2017, the opportunity arose 
for me to move back to where my heart was calling, 
the wonderful world of Assessing. A few years earlier, 
the Income Tax and Assessing divisions had combined 
into one office, sharing an assistant, which is my 
current role.

As Administrative Assistant to both Assessing and 
Income Tax, I have many duties. Some of my duties 
on the Assessing side are assisting residents and the 

At the City Commission
On Monday, September 21, the City Commission 
held a virtual meeting which began with a Study 
Session update of COVID-19 Grant Opportunities 
from City Treasurer Aaron Kuhn.
The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:
• A resolution authorizing Fleis&VandenBrink for 

design engineering services for an upcoming 
Colburn Avenue Improvement project, 

• A resolution accepting an agreement with the 
Firefighter’s Union, 

• Mayoral Appointments to Boards and 
Commissions, plus other items.

Commission meetings are always open to the 
public. You are welcome to join on the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of the month at 6:30 PM by calling in.
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general public with any questions they may have with 
regards to property, real or personal. I process a wide 
range of legal documents and state forms; assisting 
with updating and maintaining the city’s records; 
work closely with the Public Works Department and 
Assessor in the preparation of the Special Assessment 
Rolls. I process building permits; visiting properties, 
verifying information, measuring new construction 
from porches and decks to new garages and homes; 
assisting in the valuation of all. On the Income Tax 
side, some of my duties are assisting anyone with 
general questions they may have with regards to the 
City’s Income Tax processes and procedures. I assist 
the Administrator in updating and maintaining the 
accuracy of the Income Tax program; processing 
individual income tax returns, W3 reconciliations 
and receipting in diverse payments. There is always 
something new to learn each day and I am up for 
every challenge. I truly enjoy working in both areas 
for the City and now find them both to be my passion.

I’m originally from Cassopolis, a small town in the 
southwest corner of our great state of Michigan. 
When I was about 10 years old, my family moved to 
Rogers Heights, a small community just south of Big 
Rapids. My parents purchased and operated a small 
grocery store there, where I worked throughout my 
school years. I graduated from Morley Stanwood 
High School (Go Mohawks!). From there, I attended 
Ferris State University (College) for 2 years before I 
hit a crossroads. Not sure of what professional path 
I wanted to take, I left school and began working at 
First National Bank, which is now known as TCF Bank. 
I worked there for about 10 years before I started my 
journey here at the City.

Growing up in a large family teaches you the 
importance that family has in one’s life. Family is very 
important to me and I enjoy any time that I can spend 
with them. Besides spending time with family, I enjoy 
feeding and watching the many birds that visit my 
home every day. I also enjoy catching views of the 
wildlife that pass through my backyard; from turkeys 
and deer to the sly fox that sneaks through. I tend to 
my many flower beds and hope to get back to having a 
garden again someday. I find these as great sources of 
relaxation and rejuvenation when life can become so 
hectic and stressful at times. Big Rapids is a wonderful 
place to live, work and play.

Annual Street Tree Planting Program
The Public Works department is looking for property 
owners for the 2020 Street Tree Planting Program. 
For just $75, you can choose a tree to be planted 
in the public right-of-way in front of your property. 
Learn more on the City website at cityofbr.org/
government/public_works/tree_planting_program.
php or on the City’s Facebook page, @cityofbr.

Meet and Greet continued.

Big Rapids Community Library
Visit the Library’s Website or Facebook page to 
learn about Storytime. Themed Storytimes are put 
together by Mr. Howard with books, crafts, and 
songs to enjoy at home.

Take and Make Kits are available for kids, teens, and 
adults. Stop by the Circulation Desk to pick up a fun 
activity to do at home!

The public is welcome to browse for materials or 
access technology. Curbside pickup is also still 
available for those who prefer to keep their distance. 
Don’t forget about the programs you can use on 
your computer or mobile device to read ebooks, 
listen to audiobooks (Libby and RBDigital), or stream 
movies (Kanopy). Visit the Library website www.
bigrapidslibrary.org to learn more or access your 
Library account.

Ballots for November 03, 2020
The City of Big Rapids has mailed out 1,106 Absentee 
Voter Ballots this week. If you have requested an 
Absentee Voter Ballot, then you should begin receiving 
your ballot this week and next. 

If you have requested an Absentee Voter Ballot and 
have not received it by October 9, 2020 please call the 
City Clerk’s office at 231-592-4020. 


